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FEVER OF JUNGLE
MARCHING NORTH

Disease Approaching Mexico
and British Honduras—Ndt
Held by Natural Barrier

py BESS MAN
1al to The New York Times.
WA HINGTO Fep. 1
fTunglé yellow fever has resumed
its northward maﬁch, It was be-
lieved |to have been checked b
natural barriers at the norther
bordez of Honduras late in 95§
Dr. Fred. L. Soper, director of
the Pan A}mencan Sanitary On-
ganization, said recently that n)
natural barrier existed to kee
the fefver out of British }-Io -
duras and)Mexico and that t
disease would reach those coun-
tries within a year.-Mexico h
had no yel;ow fever for the lagt
thirty years, he sald.
Jungle yellow fever is
monkey-borne disease that ca
be contracted' by man. It wa
first -discovered jin ‘this hemj-
sphere when five fatal cases of
yellow. tever, the irst since th
early ‘Nn}eteen Hundreds, '
cyrred dn a In 1948, I
was learnbd that these patients
had been infected in the forest
east of the Panama Canal, o
the South' AmenFan side. Th‘

mfectxon was by a forest strai
off mo%qultos that| had bitten i
fecte d | monkeys.

‘Onge mtroduced by man |intf

mosqulto
«'The 0;:
Soper he
mng butbreaks of

ranizatio:

and theni
found on:both coasts of s
Rica|and southern icdra a in

1952 and 1953;

nd
Hdweven, it wa be?leye .

~+|have died ‘out on he Ino he n

border of Hondura
ber, 1954.

“We had/a full ydar's observa-
tion | there| without a. recur-
rencé of the disease,’ sai \D&'
Sope;r “The final utbreak ‘had
been in the vicinity jof San ed
Sula, The river ‘valiey ther ‘had
been cleared of fo ests for' the

growing of bananas.
o - ere bejeved

“Our rkers
that 'this clearance,|coupled iwith
the interference of|a low 1ge|
of sparsely vegetated mountains
along the bbrder which would
not furnish cover te e ﬁ:her
monkeys - or niosquitos, ould
serve as B naJur 1 b rrler %d
check the. .disease,” he conti ued.
“However, we have|just receiv d
confirmation ;cfat the, ]‘@2

S

yellow fever hag jumped

this barrier, into _atemal?.-' :
“We hag hear ors that in
{1ate November and|December éf ,
1955 | somé| monkey had died in}
the Puerto Barrjos area.of ua -
emala,” Dy, Soper afided, “T
in such an isolaf e@ réa’ thats e
did JE)t get wind ' of it until t
end bf the year. [That' led|tol

urba. are , yello wat
be furthe .spread :} 4di-1
tiohal carrler, the gedes aegypti

e|:
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n the laboratory .

¢ sonme

af the
ead monkeys and c ecked out
they

%tudies in wquéh public thealth

had

ied of the yellow | fe er: These

findings were ' ‘confi
b. 9 i
dalth officials: of
'.“That same day,”
q_qntmu d, “w
wire fr m our offi
la saying thd,
ocal g vernm nt
ties’ had re
fabrikeys “farth
%Lound Lake
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itish {Hondu
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